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A Message from our Supreme President 
 
Right now, believe it or not, we are supposed to be experiencing the 

season of spring by enjoying the sunny days, the blooming flowers and 

the birds chirping.  For some reason Mother Nature is holding back on us 

with what we would expect for this time of the year to bring. Let us hope 

that she quickly wakes up and realizes that άLǘΩǎ {ǇǊƛƴƎǘƛƳŜέΦ 

It is hard to believe that the 2016-2017 Columbian Year is slowly coming 
to a close. As the States prepare for their Conventions, our Chapters and 
Auxiliaries are holding their election of Officers for a new year.  As an 
organization we are pleased to review all of our accomplishments that 
ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǳǎ ƎǊƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ 
 
I am sincerely grateful and appreciative of all the support, work, effort 

and service of all the Supreme Officers, Directors, Territorial Directors, 

and Past Supreme Presidents during my two years as Supreme President. 

To all our State, Chapter and Auxiliary Officers, I thank you for being so 

generous with your time and talents. To all the members of our great 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳt your cooperation and 

support, we could not be able to spread the Columbiette Message from 

state to state. 

I am so happy to have the opportunity to pay a visit to many of our 

Territories as they are holding Major Degrees for the auxiliaries within 

their areas.  Our Territorial Deputies work so closely with their auxiliaries 

in their areas to promote growth in membership and charitable works.  

How blessed we are this year to be able to celebrate the 100th 
Anniversary of the Apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima. I urge all my Sister 
Columbiettes to answer the Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ά[ƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƛƳŀ aŜǎǎŀƎŜέΦ IŜǊ 
message at Fatima included themes of prayer, repentance, penance, 
sacrifice and  turning away   from  sin. The message  of Fatima is a  call to  
conversion of heart and amendment  of life that she is asking  all of us to  
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work on very diligently.   
 
By now every President has received the MMJM Application. Every 
auxiliary does so many good works and deserves to win this award. Please 
take the time to send in ȅƻǳǊ ŀǳȄƛƭƛŀǊȅΩǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ !ƭǎƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
encourage anyone who is furthering their education to consider applying 
for the Past Supreme Presidents Scholarship Award.  
 
Our Caring and Sharing Book has been updated thanks  to our Chairlady, 
Sandy Bohinski and her committee. Every State, Chapter and Auxiliary 
President will receive an updated red bounded copy at their state 
conventions.   
 
I cannot believe that my term in office is coming to an end. It has been an 
honor and pleasure to serve this great organization as your Supreme 
President.  Each and every one of you will always have a special place in 
my heart.  
 
I will be looking forward to seeing many of you at our Supreme 
Convention in August (August 18-20) at the Marriott Hotel in Uniondale, 
New York. The committee is planning a great time for all.     
 
Please continue to prayer for all our Sister Columbiettes, Brother Knights, 
Priests and Religious, our deceased members and all our Military men 
and women.    
 
It is important that we always continue to ά[Ŝƴd ŀ IŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ [ƛŦǘ ŀ IŜŀǊǘέ 
within our Columbiette Community. 
 
May St. Theresa, the Little Flower of Jesus, shower upon all of you, her 
promised Roses of Virtue and Grace. 
    
Patricia Zellner 
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A Message from our Supreme Chaplain 
 
My Sister Columbiettes, 
 
       "Christ is Risen!  Truly He is Risen!"   It is in the joy of the Easter 
Season that I greet you.   The Season began with the celebration of The 
Easter Vigil on April 15 this year and it continues to the Solemnity of 
Pentecost on June 4.   This issue of Semantics will reach you around 
Memorial Day, which is during the Seventh Week of the Easter Season on 
the church calendar. 
 
       The Scripture Readings during the Easter Season focus on the theme 
of the abundance of new life brought about by the Resurrection of Jesus 
from the dead.  That "new life" for us is brought about through the 
Sacrament of Baptism and fostered and nourished through the frequent 
reception of the Sacraments throughout our lives.  After His Resurrection, 
Jesus commissioned His apostles to go forth and make disciples of all the 
nations.  During the Easter Season we read about this at Mass in the Acts 
of the Apostles, the book in the Bible that follows the four Gospels.  This 
is the First Reading at our Sunday Masses during the Easter Season, rather 
than from the Old Testament. 
 
       The lives of the early Christians were not always easy.  They faced 
ridicule, imprisonment, and sometimes martyrdom for preaching the 
Name of Jesus.  Yet that did not deter them from boldly proclaiming the 
Resurrection of the Lord.   They received much satisfaction in living 
their baptismal promises and sharing their Christian faith with others.  As 
a result many thousands of households were baptized into the faith.  And 
they received encouragement, first and foremost, by the outpouring of 
grace by the Holy Spirit.   And they also received encouragement from 
each other!   There are many examples in the Acts of the Apostles 
wherein the followers of Our Lord shared, not only their faith, but food 
and shelter with each other so that no one lacked the basic necessities of 
life.  
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        Does not your work and ministry as Columbiettes seek to accomplish 
the same?  Through your charitable endeavors you reach out to those in 
need!  Through your programs and outreach you support so many causes 
that further enhances the life and dignity of the human person.  And the 
encouragement you receive is fostered at your meetings and spiritual 
programs throughout the year when you gather as sister Columbiettes.  
 
       These remaining days of the Easter Season culminates with the 
Solemnity of Pentecost, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon our 
Blessed Lady and the disciples in that Upper Room.  May the Holy Spirit 
continue to bless and imbue you with His Seven-Fold Gifts and Twelve 
Spiritual Fruits.  
       
 Be assured of my prayers and affection! 
 
Msgr. Andrew L. Szaroleta 
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A Message from our Supreme Immediate Past President 

 
It seems so hard to realize that this year is almost over.  I have enjoyed 
being on the Supreme Board all these years.  It was a great experience for 
me.  The friends I have made along the journey is remarkable. As they say 
friends are everlasting and I certainly have many.  
 
Congratulations to everyone who has finished their term.  Enjoy your 
ǘƛƳŜΦ  L ǿƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ hŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇ ƻƴŜ 
another continue to grow and prosper in this wonderful organization the 
Columbiettes.  
 

The Perfect Gift 
 

We live and learn in this old world 
And as we older grow, 

Still more and more we realize, 
LǘΩǎ ǎƻ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿΦ 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛǎƘ ǿŜ ƪƴŜǿΣ 
LǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ 

And how to say the things we feel 
To help the poor and weak. 

 
So many times we want to talk, 
.ǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ say, 

To give someone the strength he needs 
To help him on his way. 

If God would grant one perfect gift, 
To one so small and weak, 

¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ LΩŘ ŀǎƪ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ 
When and where and how to speak. 

 
By Laina Owen 
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I would like to wish everyone a great summer. Good Luck at your 
Conventions.  See you in August for the Supreme Convention. 
 
May our Blessed Mother shower you with Her Love Always. 

 
Barbara Ann Lucarelli 
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A Message from our Supreme Vice President 

 
Wishing all my Sister Columbiettes a Blessed Easter Season and 
wonderful Spring.   
 
As we prepare for elections in our Auxiliaries and Chapters I wish all the 
newly elected officers a successful term and thank the out-going officers 
for all their service and dedication.  You are the cornerstone of the 
organization and your leadership is essential to the workings of the whole 
membership.  The role of the leader is not to give greatness to others but 
to help them extract the greatness they already have inside them.  Team 
work makes the dream work.  You are my dream, you are my team.  
Congratulations and Best Wishes on your State Conventions.   
 
May the Holy Spirit guide you in all your deliberations and decisions.  I 
ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƻrks 
in the Sisterhood of the Columbiettes. 

 
Ronnie Albert   
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A Message from our Supreme Secretary 

 
Supporting all of our Active Military, Veterans and Deceased should be 
something that we do every day. Saying a prayer for the Past, Present and 
Future Military members and their families is part of my daily prayers. I  
hope that you will try to include them in your daily prayers too. Prayers 
are Powerful tools. 
 
On a separate note: I get a lot of question about Fee's. I also get incorrect 
amounts sent in. 
  
Here is a reminder of our Membership fees.  

 

New Member = $5.00 with A 100 form. (Postmarked within 10 business 

days of First Degree)  

 
Reinstatement = No Fee with A 100 form (Members coming back to 
same Auxiliary WITHIN 1 year of absence)  
 
Readmit = $ 5.00 with A 100 form (Members coming back to same 
Auxiliary AFTER being out longer than 1 year) 

  

Withdrawal =$ 5.00 with A 100 form Granted to a member in Good 

Standing upon request.  

 

Suspension = No Fee with A 100 or Suspension From  
 
Late Fee = $1.00 per member A100's postmarked past 10 business days 

from date of degree incur late fees.  

 
Transfer of Active member=No fee 
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Transfer of Reinstated Member (Member coming back into NEW Aux 

WITHIN 1 year of absence) = No Fee  

 

Transfer  of Readmitted Member  Member coming back into New Aux 
AFTER 1 year or more absence)  = $ 5.00 
 
Please note that your personal information may be stored and processed 
in any country where we have facilities or in which we engage service 
providers. If you provide personal information to us by email or 
otherwise, you consent to the transfer of that information to countries 
outside of your country of residence and these countries may have 
different data protection rules than your country. 

 
Micki Magee 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Page 9 

 

In Loving Memory 
Supreme Financial Secretary 

Thursa Sotak 

 
April 24, 2017 
Rest in Peace 
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A Message from our Supreme Treasurer 

 

Spring is finally here after a long dreary winter.  Itôs a great feeling 
to see the flowers in bloom and the weather getting warmer.  This is the 
month we also celebrate Memorial Day remembering all those brave 
men and woman who gave their lives for our freedom in this great 
country. A freedom many take for granted.  The following poem says 
what it means to be an American. 
 
                                                An American 
An American is a fellow man or woman of whatever color or religion that 
lives Ƙƛǎ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΦ  

 
Red ς Red is for our great love, courage and compassion. 
Blue ς Blue is for the truth, true hearts and great knowledge   
which only comes from the truth. 
White ς White is for a pure conscience, which we have when 
applied daily, our great love, courage, truth and compassion 
towards our fellow man and nation. 

 
                  Author: Linda Eddy 

 
Enjoy the holiday but just a reminder, make sure to return your Margaret 

Mary J. Mangan application by certified mail postmarked no later than 

July 5, 2017.  

Have a good summer.  Looking forward to seeing you at convention. 

  
Ronny Pliszak 
 

 
 

Page 11 

 
 

A Message from our Supreme Advocate 
 

 
 

Dear Sister Columbiettes, 

As we come close to the end of the Columbian year 2016 ς 2017, I would 
like to say thank you to each of you who served as Officers on all levels of 
our Organization and to wish the new Officers good luck as they begin 
their time of service on July 1st. Most of all thank you to each of you who 
are members of the Columbiettes. Everyone has the opportunity to do 
something for your Auxiliaries and Chapters. Your attendance at the 
meetings, if you can, is a real boost for your Board of Officers and when 
possible volunteer to assist on whatever projects are being worked on at 
your Auxiliary and Chapter. Be proud of your membership as a 
Columbiette! Remember we are all members of the Expansion team, so 
be sure to reach out and ask others to consider joining your Auxiliary. 
 
Thanks for allowing me to serve as your Supreme Advocate these past 
two years. I truly loved being the Advocate and enjoyed working with 
many Auxiliaries and Chapters as you either started a new Auxiliary or 
updated your Bylaws.  
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As you all know, in April, God called our Supreme Financial Secretary 
Thursa Sotak to join the Columbiettes Auxiliary in Heaven. Thursa will be 
missed by all of us on the Supreme Board and by so many of you her Sister 
Columbiettes.  
 
On Memorial Day we are grateful for and inspired by those Veterans who 
have given their lives for our country and we pray that the Lord preserve 
and protect the members of the Armed Forces as they defend us every 
day throughout the world. 

 
Anne Sullivan 
 

 
 

A Message from our Supreme Sentinel 
 

    

St. Theresa (the Little Flower), our Blessed Mother, and St. Joan of Arc 
 
Dear Sister Columbiettes: 
 
Spring and summer are my two favorite times of the year.  Yes, autumn 
is beautiful and winter brings some quiet peace (if we are lucky enough 
to weather the snow), but spring and summer bring rebirth ς flowers and 
trees budding forth, gardens growing, children playing outside ς all I find  
very refreshing.  
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Columbiettes are busy throughout all seasons ς gathering for Memorial 
Masses, and promoting the spiritual, social, and charitable welfare of our 
members.    
 
Every year at this time, we continue to reflect on what we all have been 
doing and how we can approach the coming Columbian year with new 
vigor and enthusiasm.  Expanding our membership and sharing 
experiences.  We elect new Auxiliary, Chapter, State and Supreme 
Officers all of whom will work diligently to advance our goals.  We 
continue to reach out to let the world know about us and what we are 
about.   
 
One of my assignments as Supreme Sentinel is to review websites, and I 
find many quite inspiring and informative.  I also assist in spreading the 
information that the Columbiettes are a group of women who work with 
our Brother Knights to promote the ideals of Columbianism.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns with which I can be of assistance, 
please feel free to contact me ς my email address is pomom@aol.com. 
 
I hope you have a wonderful and blessed summer with your family, sister 
Columbiettes, and friends; and I hope to see you at our annual 
convention in August. 
 
Jean Breyer 
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A Message from our Supreme Past Presidents 
 
Dear Sister Columbiettes, 

 
It's hard to believe that another Columbiette year is coming to an 
end.  Throughout the year it was great hearing about all the good works 
that were being done in all of our States and Territories. We all can all be 
proud to be a part of such a great organization - Columbiettes. 
 
Summertime is a time for rest and relaxation.  We hope you all have a 
fun-filled, safe and happy summer. In September when you will all be well 
rested you will be eager to start a new Columbiette year. 
 
Have fun in the sun! 
 
Supreme Past Presidents 
Sandra Bohinski    Ann Seletski   RoseMarie Olivieri    Pam Desaulniers 
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A Message from our Supreme Directors 
 
Dear Sister Columbiettes, 
 
!ǎ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 5ŀȅ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƘƻƴƻǊ Ŝspecially the men and women of 
all branches of the military in the USA who offer their lives for the cause 
of freedom. 
 

 

Claudette B. Apple, Supreme Director 
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Dear Sister Columbiettes, 
 
I hope you all had a Happy and Blessed Easter with family and friends.  
Summer is just around the corner and soon we will be looking to the 
Supreme Convention.  Time certainly is going by quickly. My wish is that 
the remainder of the year will be a wonderful, healthy time for each and 
every one of you. 
 
Love, 
 
Shirley Gayford, Supreme Director 
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Alleluia ς Christ is Risen     We celebrate Spring with RE-Birth  

Spring is a miraculous experience.  The whole world comes alive after the 
winter in which it seemed that everything was dead.  The world comes 
filled with color and the scent of delicious greenery. The world that 
seemed so dull and cold has come alive once again.  Little did we know 
that beneath the cold hard ground the plants and trees were preparing 
for rebirth.  Spring gives us hope for rejuvenation in our own lives as well.  
Spring is a time to renew the excitement and zest for the life that lives 
inside. 
 
I wish all my sisters and brothers a wonderful season of joy, love, and 
health.  May God bless you and keep you in the palm of his hand. 
 
With Peace and Love, 
 
Johanna Anzalone, Supreme Director 
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Wishing you wonderful Spring days and joyous Summer nights filled with 
warm memories. 
 
Looking forward to seeing everyone in August at the Supreme 
Convention.  Wishing much success to the convention committee as I 
know the weekend will be wonderful. 
 
A Blessing for the Day 
 
May the God of the dawn awaken you 
May the God of sunrise stir you up 
May the God of morning bless your work 
May the God of noon renew your strength  
May the God of sunset bring you home 
May the God of dusk soothe your soul 
May the God of night bring you rest. 
 
Cathe Nicholson, Supreme Director 
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Dear Sister Columbiettes, 
 
We proudly love our Veterans and can never do enough to show our 
gratitude for their service. In December, along with the Knights and 
Marine Corp, we distributed toiletry bags and hand-made fleece blankets 
from our blanket-tying project to the Servicemen and Servicewomen at 
ǘƘŜ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΦ ²Ŝ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ our activities to 
encourage more participation and involvement within the community 
parish, in an effort to recognize our honorable Veterans. 
 
On May 27, we will be working together with the Knights to make 
sandwiches for a Social, following the Memorial Day Mass. During this 
Annual Memorial Day Service, run by the Knights, we participate with the 
Honor Guard and Knights to show our support for our Servicemen and 
Servicewomen who risk their lives daily to keep us free and safe from 
harm. 
 
Lastly, we had plŀƴƴŜŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΤ 
however, it has been postponed by the hospital until later in June. We 
are forever indebted to our Veterans and can never do enough to repay 
ǘƘŜƳΦ LǊƻƴƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǎŀȅΣ άL ǿƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀgain in a 
ƘŜŀǊǘōŜŀǘΗέ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘǊǳŜ ǇŀǘǊƛƻǘƛǎƳΦ aŀȅ ǿŜ ōŜ ŜǾŜǊ ƳƛƴŘŦǳƭ ƻŦ Ƨǳǎǘ Ƙƻǿ 
much our Veterans sacrifice for all America, without a second thought. 
 
God bless you all. 
 
With humility and gratitude, 
 
Jacqueline Ryan, Supreme Director 
 

 
 

Page 20 



 
 

 

Aǎ ǿŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ Ƴŀƴȅ 
blessings ς not only the beauty of nature but the gift of our freedom to 
fly the Red White and Blue ς wherever and whenever is a right we should 
never take for granted.  My springtime wish for each of you is that you 
take a moment to enjoy the many blessings and wonders that God has 
given us. 
 
Pat Vahlsing, Supreme Director 

 
 

             My best wishes to all Columbiettes for a summer filled 
              with peace, love, health and sunshine! 

 
 
Carol Bohinski, Supreme Director 
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My Sister Columbiettes 
 
I am so grateful of the opportunity that was given to me to be a Supreme 
Director. 
 
I love being a part of the Columbiettes. 
 
I feel it is an honor to work alongside many Columbiettes from other 
States in this wonderful U.S.A of America.  
 
This year I worked on a few committees with many Columbiettes and 
found it very rewarding, informative and fun too. 
 
I look forward to working with more of these wonderful ladies from all 
over .I also worked weekly with the Supreme Secretary Micki Magee with 
her filings and mailings.  
 
I thank Madame President Patricia Zellner for putting me on the 
Committees, I hope to do more in my next 2 years. 
 
God Bless the all the service men and women who keep us safe.  
 
Sincerely; 
 
Vicky Porcelli, Supreme Director 
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